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Memqrarndum Report 
of Interview 

Team 23 Interviews: Nicholas Slatten, Paul 
Slough, Dean Wagler, Jeremy Skilmer, Justin 
Heard, Thomas Vargas; Edward Randale, 
Matthew Murpby, Jim Watson, Kevin Rhodes, 

geway 

RS-2007-0339 CI-2007-0916 
Case Title 

VBIED/EOF IZ DIHIR R23/4 

Date Time 

09/16/2007 1715-2030 
location 

US Embassy Baghdad, Iraq 

On 09f16/2007, Assistant Regional Security Officers (ARSO) Lisa Lopez (RA) and Dave Motley (RA) interviewed the 
following members of Team 23 foilowing the Nisur Square incident. Each memberwa~, asked their position, involvement 
in the engagement, and:any significant details they may have witnessed throughout th03 engagement. , . . 

                  
                        
                       

                        
                       
                         

           

                     
                      

                       
                       

                     
                   

                     
                      

At 1800 hours, RAs interviewed Dean WAGLER. WAGLER was a fire team member in vehicle number three, the follow 
vehicle. He stated that he ll1aintained focus on his sector which was on the right side the entire engagement. He took fire 
from his sector, but did not return fire because he could not but could not identify a target. WAGLER believes the team 
took fire approximately tiNo hundred meters after leaving the circle. 

At 1803 hours, RAs inte~ieweo Jerem'j SKINNER. SKINNER was the drive. 01 vehicle number WIO, the .\g\1\ sioe orive 
emergency recovery vehicle that towed the command vehicle. He stated that he saw rnuzzle flashes coming from median 
and between vehicles on the left side. He did not engage any individuals. When the command vehicle went down, he 
aligned his vehicle to provide .cover for his team members to get out attach tow strap. He then towed the command· 
vehicle back to safety in'the International Zone. 

Diplomatic Security Service 
This memorandum report is the property of the Diplomatic Security Service. 

Neither it or its contents may be disclosed to unauthorized persons. 
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At 1813 hours, RAs inteeviewed Thomas VARGAS. VARGAS was the.tactical commander in vehicle number four, the 
follow vehicle. He was focus on map at beginning of engagement, but then saw two Iraqi Police (one wearing baby blue 
shirt with a patch and da.rk pants/one wearing beige camouflage pants and a brown shirt) firing inl0 command, vehicle. He 
also saw one civilian crawling on the ground dragging AK by the strap. He relayed info~mation to team over the radio. He 
believes his vehicle received two shots, one to each side. The team broke contact after taking the right turn that put them 
out of the line of sight ofthe ti'affic circle. 

At 1818 hours, RAs interviewed Edward RANDALE. RANDALE was the driver of vehicle number four, the follow vehicle. 
He stated that ,his attention W;:lS focused on the front sector when he saw command vehicle take and return fire. He then 
heard his own vehicle take fire on left side. He did not see any muzzle flashes or return fire. He proceeded counter flow 
with the other vehicles ohce they started to move again and saw a white vehicle (different that the first one that was, 
engaged) backing up. He then saw the command vehicle fire couple of rounds into trunk. Once the team had passed this 
vehicle, they jumped me~ian and turned right off of road. 

At 1825 hours, RAs intet\riew~d Matthew MURPHY. MURPHY was the lead gunner all' the front turret of vehicle number 
two, the right side drive emergency recovery vehicle that towed the command vehicle. He stated that the team was trying 
to clear vehicles out of circle When they received fire from the rear towards the left. He did not engage at any time 
because he maintained scan 'of his sector in the front. He saw Iraqi Police at his 1000 and waved at them to get down. He 
then continued to wave \raffiq out of way of the team.' ' , 

At 1833 ~ours, RAs inteFview~d Jim WATSON. WATSON was the shiflleader in vehicle number three, the command 
vehicle. He stated that he trietl to turn team around to return to Check Point 12 as ordered, but he had to take the team 
around the traffic circle \i:> get\back. His vehicle receiVed flre from left side and went down. His vehicle was hooked up and 
towed out by the emerg~ncy ~ecovery vehicle. They were towed to Check Point 2. He did not fire any rounds. 

1 
At 1841 hours, RAS inteMew~d Kevin RHODES. RHODES was the medic in vehicle number two, the right side drive 
emergency recovery,ve~icle (hat towed the command vehicle. He stated that the team received fire from left side. He 
maintained scan of sect<k (NE). A white car approached the command vehicle which tnen engaged the white vehicle. 

, When the command vehicle 0ent down, he and two other fire team members got out to attach thE! tow strap. He heard 
shots to the right side otithe V,ehicle. He did not fire any shots. 

: ! 
At 1945, RAs interviewe~ Jer~my KRUEGER. KRUEGER was a fire team member in vehicle number two, the right side 
drive emergency recovety ve~ic\e that towed the command vehicle. He stated that he heard shots in traffic Circle, but 
could not determine directioni He then heard "contacr relayed over radio. Approximately 30 meters from command 
vehicle, a white compact vehi:cle slow rolled towards the team, but he did not see anyone in vehicle. He did see an 
individual popping up anp doWn between shots next to the white vehicle then crawl out of sight. He could not identify 
targets therefore did not!fire. He saw IPs take cover two hundred meters up road. He does not believe anyone in his 
vehicle fired shot. He di~ see\293 shots {ired from team. He then heard "breaK contact'" and "vehicle down" over radio. The 
lead vehicle provided co~er f~r team members to hook up tow strap. He stopped hearing fire once out of circle. 

I : 

At 2005, RAs interviewe~ Jer~my RIDGEWAY. RIDGEWAY was the front gunner of vElhicle number four, the follow 
vehicle. He stated that h~ he~rd fire before his vehicle stopped. He saw a white vehiclEl being pushed towards team by 
Iraqi Policeman in white ~hirt,; and then fired into the driver's side window. He saw muzzle flashes on both side of street, 
and returned fire on the tight ~ide target. He went through one full M-4 magazine between both engagements. After the 
traffic circle, a second white vehicle stopped on right side of his vehicle. He made eye contact, gave hand signals. and 
threw water bottle at dri~er toiget him to stop moving in the vehicle. The driver drove hi,S vehicle into the fender of follow 
vehicle. He fired four to Ove rmunds into roof of white vehicle. The driver got out and "fiddled with something black in his 
hand." He fired approxinjate\'J. three rounds center mass to the driver. He maintained scan of sector once the team started 
to move again. They cOf1tinu~d counter flow until they jumped the median and turned right of road. 
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Ca:s·e'litlli' Mem~n;an1ll~:~~ ~·e~ort 

of :inte;rvoew I ZQl)70g:17 VBIED/EOF .J;zeHhaf:'R23 &: R4 , 
.. 

Team 23 Inter:view;; 

'Date 

·1(;iS~PgG07 
~tiGn i 
Embas~y Annex 

, 

'lime 

'175~-20~.5 

INT-ERVlEWS ,CONDUCTED BY MIC ,/ , L T: sCOLLAll'fand MAi1U0RETA 
" . i 

[nre.mew.: of CotV: WaIDs,co#;"nililY-eit, 23 T.actica]:Comrtulilder 

:Page lof 4 

.. , , 'r' ... ;' ,. 
I,6$EP07 ARBO's ScpUan and Reta ~tertiewe9 CQry Wain.~cott regarding the Esc1iliiii0fl of Foree atNisur 
Squ'are on, the 17th ofS,eptember. Wamscqtt stated thefoHowmg: ' , 

i 
.on :the ,day in q,uestiop :~~ was tbe Tactic4'·C6m;m~der in ,th~ .front left s.eat 0f't~~ le~/~.:t'~b,ll; vehiel~. 
WamsGQtt he.ard o~er 'r~~~, ~~t T~~, 4 t€jP0rte.d "COn~fl'c.~~,yon~,t.' C,ont~c~' Tb;~ni;additmnany, reporte~ there 
had been a large. eilCpl0SlOn,near theIr venue. WlanSc.ott s,tateq thatliis team, ~v.e~,2~ 'he.ad,ed to Checl,<:pomt 12. 
R-aven 2~ appr:oaclied traf:fie, circle Gray..:~h; and their shift ]~ea'der ordered the team ;to lock down traf!fic drde 
R~VeD 23 vehicles aSsu,med defensjve U s:b~p.ed position aro.mnd sou$ en<;t'ota:ra,j-8'7 facing norlh'to facilitate 
mov.ement ,ofTeilm 4 'an,d Te;nn 22 to a.pPf~a,0h l~e ~irde frp;m the" South, iF! the '~~~~m1hg lanes. WainScott " 
!:\tate.o tl1at he heard sm,all,arms fire that so~ded like multiply ,gunmen: from multipl~"lom~,ti0ns~ 

I 1 • • 

I '; ! 

Wainscott stated that radio traffic describqd t,bree,distin~t l0c,atio~ ofhostiie"gunm~; the "treeline" approx 50 
- 60 met~rs S0Uth of position, \'ben::p. ~Q pongo tru.\1k" appniximately SQ -60.p1et~rs;S0uth~ Southwest location 
fum the team'positi'on, ,and frO:t;rl "'IPs" at ~ .guard slu!.GJc. W~nscott he~d ,his reiuj::! ~l'l.gagin& the abov.e threats. 
Waihsco,tt S!'lW a whlt~ sedan pn flre with teyeral guiJ.:>hot,ho~es:in the windshieli:l.: Tp.e vehic1e was st).tionary 
and on fir-e· in the nQrth, bOUlld traffi'c lanefPproxlinately 30 ~eters ,Sbuth ~ : 

B.reak Con~~c.t was 0T:dere,d,by shift lea~erlapPfoXimatelY .a:,fJw,miIiutes afte).'thet~~ came·und.er att~tk. 
Raven 23 ini:tiated br~akin~ contact wbile.~tin und~r fire. ThJ cernmand ve~cle;. ~R:t3:earcat webt d~wn due 
!!;> having'b'ee:r: shot tbro'ugh flre·raMator. 1jhe command, v:eliiJle was succe,s,sfi.rlly t04~\ 0utunder fire;, and the 
teflJD,br~ke QORtact., 1 I : 

! I : 
I , 

! : 

7 
·Reportlng Agent Date , ,j 

M;:uio A. Reia ~8SEP 20.07 

DIstrIbution 

. A~t.g 9 (:}1l 0ffilccilaalU ·c::.-.lr""pp~PI"ii;abI8) Hate t.l I 
~--~~\~ 9':')..'OfJ1 
OS Ftitin (i.\pdL20,OO)..... ' l 

I 
~ : 

Dlplomatie,securi~y Service . 
This rh:e~or:al'!d,!m QP9rt is,the'property of. t(!e Dlp/qllJal/c S,ecurlYr SelVlc~. 

Nelthent or Its C?nlents may,be, dlsclos~'lo ltnauthorlzed,per.sons. 
, ' 

I 
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I 
Wainscott did not identifY any targets, @:n~ therefGre did nm el\gage the enemy. During the engagement, 
Wainscott saw one enemy fighter lying. n~ar'the guard .shack; weari~g a wM:e·Mtizoutil,l striped 'shirt i):nd 
"dickie" type blue pants with the .st9yk o~a. Y(eapon lying nd>~NO his. body. This 'indiVIdual was pet w~ariiig an 
Iraqi Polic.e uniform. I' . j 

Interview terminated 1830 I 
Illteroe:w of DalltieJ..Childers,.Ray.en 23: Lead Drh:er, driVing Mairibll;$' . I ........ .. 
09/16/071.8:37 I 

Ii' '. 
ARSO's Scol1an and·Rera intervi'ew:ed:ndnie1. 'Child.erg re;gatpiPg the' E'~oala1:ion ofFC>fc.e. at Nisur .sq~e :f):J;l the 

. 11th of'S~ternber. Ch;ilders stated::tile foBbwing:. !. . ; I I . . 

On the day in q~estioit J:J.<! Wa,') .th.v driY-e3·· .. fthe·1ead·Ma;IIiQ:a ·t·e1)i:cJ.:e, Rll':V.en 'Team:23: !;lepar:ted.cheek .. ~dint 12, 
'and ·drOYe to :traffic ciIde Gtay -81 ito lbc : it-Clbwn·:~d .. as~i13~:Raven.12 .~a ·Rl,l:v:e~ 4{ Ra:9'en 4 had b.~n 
attack~d by. a VEID l.l~ar lhyir 10cat1o;rl, . _ g; .. ~ven 2~ w..~. ~ijp.porti:Q:g:tP.ejr .ev..acJilj.ti~n. Raven' 23 lo,*ro dp'\V'11 
the:~fI?le, and wer.e ~ere a~prox~~~tv.ly ~I:. "~.~on:ds· f~f~F~; utisy: $~.~~ .J.e'Ge:i~g .. h~?:~le 'SIIl!lll.~rmsfirt:?· 
Chdd~rs. hear:d gunfii~, :and r.~po~: 9n the· 'a.c¥Q; but.$d· Rot ~e.e the eng~g~ment. ~hlti:li:lrS remmned. fO,<?llsed, on 
his area ofrespbnsib~lity north-norlh.:east fhls.positi'o~. T~ fi'refight last~ ap'pr;ox~ll:nQ;t~I'y S zninute~ .. Raven 
23' ·initiated "Breal{: Conta.ct./' :~0v.:~ver tliel~omm~d 'Vehi~l~ ]went down. The. P9;rnm~d ve~i~le ~a's. : •. 
successfuHy-towed and the.tearp broke COTJ.}~C(t while recel'V1Iig fire from the slX;Q'c!qckposltion. CbildefS dId 
not. se~ <jllY ~ntm'l~ Combat~ts du;ing.t:h.e f.0P~~t. H:e dld ~~~ Iraqi 'Police'on the.So1)fh-East·c(m:ier 0~.Gra~-·87. 
Childers has prevlously.seen Ir.aql ~ol:lCe 10sted at thr~posltirn. : ". . 

. , . 
Intef'Yiew terminated 185.$ I : .  . I. ; , 

.  \ 
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, I ' I 
,Jf:ntell'¥ie:w of Adam ,]F:R'O,sg fue . .T.eam:Lemuer. Emerne~cv.:fResjlonse:'V.·e:liic]e ·.fJil$ 

r :09/1-6/0719'15 

ARSO's Scellan and'Reta inte~ewed: AJam Fmsl fegirrilin~ the Escalati(;)]i.,ofFoFC~ at NlSlwSquai.:eion the 17'h 
of S'eptember. Frost stated the following: I 

I 
I 

Frost w~s riding in the sec.ond vehicle ,~ ~am foi:rn,atipn. Ra,~en 23 responded 'to' Gray 87; and Fr~st was ill Fear 
'twret area which did not have'a \v.{::apoJ'!. Ii it Ercist was'I;l!:l:v.~ring are~ ofTesponstbiiity.'to fue:'nm:tl).. f):ost'heard' 
gunfue ,at his six 0' cIQck. Frost heard te~n members ,caIJi?itl)lt that the!y had "Cont~ct,," ·and aise b'ea;t.d a: Ie'am 
lPemoer from the reat vehi'cler-eport tha:t ~'h~te w~ a:p. ~raqi ~dll(;e' officer behind the:bushe'd,.shootiIig ia±ttierh. 
frost remained f<;lcused on bis area,ofresp,.onsibility.; , 

1 ,I '. 

Frost state.d :that 'after 'approximately two t~ tbre,t> ,mmutes, th~-team e.vaquated. DD:ri~g the evacuatloJ.l,hhe' 
'901:rrmand:·vehiole went down. The lea~ v~hicle blopke'd'whil~.·Fr9st dismounfed and connected th~, to;w. strap ,to 
th.e CQnrrtrand vehic1e. Dl'c,8.l'i(i J~r:~y :.&n1eger provided c:i.~:ver ,to tlie North-East. Rav~Jl 'Fearn 23, tlreh 
::;uc¢eSsfuHy broke contact.' ' . ! ' , : 

I 

i 

, I 
Tenninat!i!Q 1923 

InUme:w. ot.D.ustin.IDll, ..I'liEe T.ea~rd~'eml'l~~t:'i~:.~~a'd'.'~~rb~ 

09tJ6107 1924 , ' I . 
. i 

ARs0's Se~!lai\ arid 'R~t'a interviewed D)l~tin:Hil1 regarding ~e E~calatien efF'cree?>t Nisu!' Sqware,en 'the 1 "fth 
pfS~~ember:. Hill stated the fpIlpw'j'ng: I, I : , 
Raven 23 respon9~~' t~ rn~Jti.i:: CiJ:cle' Gray'--87. HiU hear,C!' oV$r radio that the team ,was recei:ving c0n:tapt, and 
!4en :hearcl, tli~ team r~.spbnd, 'f.hro1:l~out the ,~ontacl, -RBI' ~4 I'l:~t see :fUl;y.'enemy conjbaiants,: and, did not fire 
'his weapen. Hill rem~fued in the,vehicle. ~ws area: ofre$,9.n~i}ji1ity,was. to the V{est ofthe,ttaffic circ~·e. He 
~aw V'(hat he beli~ve~ to be,an"unaI1lle? lr~t,pp.IiCY w~'~n9.:f.li:~~ b~).le'.sbif:l;? ppl~ng a:r.adi'o, atte~pting to 
,keep traffic out of the fi:aUlc crrcl.e:whllef'e team l\Y:as.recel¥jDg'hosttle fire. , ' . 

Ternixiaie'd 1933 I, I 
" I· I 
1:l!1ten1ew of Mark Meai1V;, :L.ead VehicleJr..ead,G,unner 

I 
I I . 

09116.107 1934 I I , 
,~so,ts, Scollan ,and Reta futernewed M~k Meal)' ,reg;;rrdin'J,the ESGal~fion otForce: at NisUl' Sqaare'on the 
:I 1m 'of ~eptember .. Me~lysl~ted lhe.follol' ~g: 1 

, , . I 
.' I 1 

I J 
I 

i 
\ 

! 
i 
i 
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On the. day in question he'w$ tJie:lead ~.ed'\l.tl;le lead ·v~hicle. Raven 23 responded to a traffi·c cU!cl.e moViTI 
as Gray-87 ·to ::;~PJlQrt Ra:ven-4 ahd. Raveh Z~, ~d S!lW seYeral Iraqi Pouqe-;i-il tQe:cetiter ~d' sOlJ.th:-w~st area Of 
-the traffic cir-cle. M~aly ~so· siw either ~i Arrtiy or.;po~ic~ 'wearing green and· brown. camouflage uruforms at 
the '''Bl~c~ ?~te" jus~ .. south oft~e traiiic El~cl~: Raven 23 s~ur.ed the ci~~~e,. and' M:ealr ~overed his ~ea of. 
res:pons~bl1lt~ to ~he. ~orth-nqrth-east. Mefll!,saw-t~o b1ll1~ers ~D: top of a, two. storY ?uildl~g north-w~st of the 
tra~~ crrcl~ that app~~ed -to ·~e mann~ r.th.kaql Af1l1~'SOt'dlers. observmg ~e. te~. ~eard team m~mbers .. 
caUmg; out over the r~~o t1!at they had 'e:nemy !:;ont~t;. and'~eard team. engaglfig the~ eneIT!Y. Mealy d~d.not:see 
any ~a~i.Po~lee or :U:-~i' ~Y ~erS?nnel F.~f!ge ~~~~.2.~. ¥.ealy .did- not see .. a:j1Y e?~~~ .c~mba~ts; d~'g the 
confht1. Whilebreakj,ng contact, Mea~;Y SI'a.w a whIte sedan·(')n fire'ID the's.0atlF'.v.~st·iP-.oro.Ql}. ofthe tr~c cl'rc}e. 

Ternrinated 1947 
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